
Any queries or suggestions for the Newsletter are most welcome.  Please contact Sue Bennett, Editor on 01326 240098 
or sb@mullion-comp.cornwall.sch.uk

PARENTS’ EVENINGS 

Please put these in your diary

Year 9  Wednesday 21 April 2010
Year 8  Monday 17 May 2010

All parents’ evenings are from 16.00 - 18.45

In response to parental requests, the full school 
reports will go out to parents at a different date, 
giving you an opportunity to see how your son/ 
daughter is doing at that particular time:

Tuesday 15 June 2010 Yr 7

DIARY DATES FOR FORTHCOMING EVENTS 2010

Tuesday 20 April - 30 April Year 11 GCSE French / Spanish 
Speaking Exams

Monday 26 April - 30 April Year 11 GCSE Art Exam

Thursday 29 April Junior Maths Challenge

10 May -A2 Thursday 13 
May

Work Related Learning Yr 10

17 May - Thursday 24 June Year 11 GCSE Exams

25 May - 26 
May 25 - 27 May

Y10 COPE Camp
Year 10 Geography 2 hour Controlled 
Assessments

Saturday 29 May PE Dept Trip to Twickenham

Wednesday  9 June Year 11 GCSE Science and Yr 10 
Triple Science Exam

Monday 14 June Year 10 Geography GCSE Exam

Tuesday 15 June Year 10 History GCSE Exam

Wednesday  16 June Year 11 GCSE Science and Yr 10 
Triple Science Exam

19 - 20 June Lizard Relay for Life Race organised 
by Cancer Research UK

Friday 25 June Y11 Prom at Tregenna Castle

Thursday 24 June Year 10 GCSE Science Exam

Sunday 27 June Mullion School Midsummer Medley

Monday 28 June Sports Day

Monday 5 July to Friday 16 
July inclusive (10 days)

Work Experience Yr 10

Monday 12 July - Wednes-
day 14 July

Summer Activities

Monday 19 July Work Experience Debrief Yr 10

Tuesday 20 July Last Day of term with a Talent Show
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DATES OF SCHOOL TERMS  2010

2010

19 Apr - 20 Jul Summer Term

3 May Bank Holiday

31 May - 4 Jun Half Term

Non Student Days: 2010 Wednesday 21 July

Thursday 22 July 

02 Sept -  17 Dec Autumn Term

25 October  29 October Half Term

Non Student Days:

2011

05 Jan - 08 Apr Spring Term

21 Feb - 25 Feb Half Term

26 Apr - 26 Jul Summer Term

30 May - 03 Jun Half Term 

Non Student Days: 2011
MSA 200 CLUB WINNERS

March

1st  101
2nd  44 
3rd  54 

April
To be Drawn 2.4.10

1st     
2nd    
3rd    

We have now finished our first season of being a venue for Carn to Cove professional theatre touring groups.  The 
season opened with ‘Charity Shop’ by Trifle Gatherings and was then followed by ‘Superstition Mountain’ by O 
Region, ‘The Revenge of Rumplestiltskin’ by the Miracle Theatre and closed with ‘The Uninvited’ by the Cube 
Theatre Group.  We have been very pleased with the interest and support that the shows have gained from the 
community and we look forward to staging another variety of shows later in this year.

The ski trip returned safely on Saturday 20 February, arriving back at school at 11:30 pm.  The 9 day trip had seen 
30 pupils travel to Radstadt and back.  The ski conditions were superb and once again the skiers were able to develop 
their confidence and build up their skills.  Our thanks to Ben Merritt for organising the trip, and to Helen Bowman 
and Mark Anderson, for so ably assisting.  They all gave up their half term so that our pupils can have this wonderful 
opportunity.

Last week also saw the Dance Concerts being showcased.  A full report on these will feature in the next edition, but 
our thanks go to all who were involved in the Shows and who have rehearsed and practiced it so carefully – and 
especially to Ms Tee-J Randall for producing and directing the whole show. 

Year 11 have now completed their mock exams and we are now fast approaching the season of exams.  Year 11 
French and Spanish Language Speaking Tests will start in the first week after we come back from the Easter 
Holidays, in the week beginning 19 April.  Art students will be undertaking their two and a half day GCSE Exam in 
the 2nd week back – week beginning 26 April.  The GCSE Dance Moderation will be on 29 April.

BTEC moderation of Drama and exams in Music, Dance, Drama, P.E will soon follow, before the main GCSE 
written exams start in mid May.   If your son or daughter is involved in any of these exams, please get them to use 
the Easter Holiday as an important time for revision.  Our recommendation for Year 11 students preparing for their 
GCSEs is that they try to spend about 4 hours per day on revision.  But it is essential that this time is broken up into 
manageable chunks of time, with good breaks in between periods of revision.

A number of other activities have also been taking place.  We entered teams in the next rounds of the Young Rotary 
Chef of the Year competition and the Rotary Public Speaking competition.  Our Playing for SKILL group have 
enjoyed a residential week-end, packed with outdoor adventure.  The SEN Annual Reviews have been carried out. 
We have also had our annual Inter-House Pancake Race, World Book Day and Book Fair, the Year 8 Civil War day 
and our Wind Band has played a lunchtime concert at the Mullion Methodist Church, helping to raise over £1,600 
for Shelterbox.  

At the end of term we say farewell to Miss Emily Hartill, who has been teaching English and History.  She is moving 
to a school in Exeter, to be nearer her partner.  We thank her for all of her good work and wish her well in her future 
career.  We also say goodbye to Mrs Di Burgess, who has been our Cover Supervisor.  Mrs Burgess was our very 
first Cover Supervisor, setting a very high standard for others to follow.  She reluctantly has to resign as her business 
is now demanding so much of her time in the summer months, but we hope that we may still be able to employ her, 
on a casual basis, in the quieter winter months.

Wind Band Concert at Mullion Methodist Church

After our Christmas Concert in December, we were approached by Rev Sylvia Burgoyne, who asked if the Wind 
Band could come and play at a lunchtime concert in the Methodist Church, in the Spring.  We were delighted to 
oblige.  By then the church had decided that the concert would be used to raise funds for Shelterbox to help the 
victims of the Haiti Earthquake.  Although the band had a few members who were poorly that day, the rest of the 
band put on a truly great performance, under the musical direction of Gareth Churcher, whose infectious humour 
always ensures that things go with a swing.  The band played for about 50 minutes, with many of the band members 
also performing solo numbers. Once the concert was over, everyone enjoyed a lunch provided by the Methodist 
Church.  Afterwards we were all stunned and delighted that the event had raised over £1600 for Shelterbox.



Congratulations to:

Mrs Norton and her husband, James, on the birth of their second child, George, a brother to Daisy.
The following students who did very well in the Intermediate Maths Challenge. Leo Goldsmith and Jacob Punter went 
through to the next round.  We wait to see how they have got on.
Ellwood Bowers (7G) for becoming the Year 7 Boys’ County Rowing Champion.

SCIENCE, GEOGRAPHY AND HISTORY GCSE EXAMS

Science, Geography and History run a modular GCSE Course, which means that the pupils sit GCSE Exams right after they 
have been taught a particular Unit of Work.  These exams are real GCSE Exams and go towards their final GCSE grade.  It is 
obviously far better to sit these tests immediately after the teaching and revision has happened, than 9 months later.  So if your 
child is in Year 10 or 11 please note the times of these exams and ensure that they attend school on that day.  

The dates of exams are as follows:

25/26 and 27 May 2010  Year 10 Geography Controlled Assessment
09 June 2010    Year 11 GCSE Science & Year 10 Triple Science Exam
14 June 2010    Year 10 Geography GCSE Exam
15 June 2010    Year 10 History GCSE Exam
16 June 2010    Year 11 GCSE Science & Year 10 Triple Science Exam
24 June 2010    Year 10 GCSE Science Exam

Year 11 GCSE Art visit to St. Ives

Earlier this term, in order to provide a starting point for work from this year’s Externally Set Assignment Theme (Work, Rest, Play), 
our Year 11 Art Students were taken to the Tate. St. Ives and the Barbara Hepworth Museum and Sculpture Garden:

Hepworth’s sculptures were, as always, accessible and inspirational, whilst the displays enhanced the students’ knowledge of the 
artist’s life and work.

The main exhibition at the Tate, of large collage inspired paintings by contemporary artist Dexter Dalwood, explored his own 
personal responses to some of the more controversial political or media inspired celebrities or situations from recent decades.

Our students worked very hard to research as much visual and other information as possible, bringing a mature and informed 
approach to the work, which has now been developed in a variety of ways as they take their preparatory work in more personally 
driven directions.

Mrs Hall

Inter-house Pancake Race

The 2010 Annual House Pancake race took place on a blustery Friday 26th February.  Gale force winds made conditions very 

challenging, but the Boy and Girl House Captains and the participating staff 

rose to the challenge to provide spectators with 3 exciting and close fought 

races. The course comprised a double run of the tennis courts with a toss of the 

pancake at marked intervals. Overall results are as follows:

Boys race: 1st Budoc   2nd Yestin   3rd Gerent   4th Ricat

Girls race:  1st Yestin   2nd Ricat     3rd Gerent   4th Budoc

Staff race: 1st Budoc   2nd Gerent   3rd Yestin   4th Ricat

Overall result:

Joint 1st:  Budoc and Yestin  3rd: Gerent   4th: Ricat

Mr Fordyce

Junior Sports Leaders

Sports Leaders have been into Landewednack and Mullion Primary Schools working with 4-7 year olds.  They planned and taught 
three sessions of Multiskills that were Safe, Fun and Active.  Later in the year we have three Sports Leaders attending a  Leadership 

conference and all Sports Leaders will be planning and running a Toplink Festival at St Keverne Primary School on the 1st July 
which is ‘Sports Week’.



A weekend of adventure with Playing for Skills

I looked out over the still, dark waters, not knowing what may lurk in the black depths. The icy cold wind chilled me to my core and 
my heart began to skip as I looked at the small, man-made islands dotted across the lake; each island just big enough for two, 
connected by a loose plank barely long enough to reach the next island. Fear rose in me and I held my breath, almost unable to watch 
as my group of children crossed the planks, gradually making their way across the lake. What if they got scared? What if they fell 
in?
It was then I noticed something; not only were they fine but they were communicating fantastically, working together as a team to 
carefully pass the planks between each other and even encouraging each other every step of the way. 

What’s more, all of this was happening spontaneously and without interference from any adults. 

Never have I looked upon a group of students with such pride and wonder and most important of all, I was on dry land. Phew!

Our weekend at B.F. Adventure continued in this way with all of the year 7 students participating in a very full schedule of 
adventurous team and self-confidence building activities.

On day one the activities they took part in were problem solving, the adventure quarry and hike around the extensive grounds of B.F. 
adventure, including an encounter with the “Bog of eternal stench” (Yuk!). Even those who at first found the idea of running through 
a muddy puddle extremely distasteful, amazingly found the bog no problem at all, ignoring any trepidation they may have had in 
tackling its tricky and smelly terrain.

After a hearty meal at Coverack YHA, where we were staying, they rounded off the day with some more fun activities which 
included a team event seeing them building foil boats to be raced on the second day.

Having had a great breakfast at the hostel, day two saw the group return to B.F. Adventure for another action packed day of activities 
which included bush crafts, rock climbing and canoeing. The rock climbing in particular gave rise to some truly heroic examples 
within the group with a number of students over coming very strong fears of the activity to reach the top of the cliff and one of them 
even managing to enjoy the experience of dangling, upside down half way up the cliff face (I should point out that this was on 
purpose!). The students also had the opportunity to race the boats that they had made the previous evening with one clear winner 
and some unfortunately soggy losers.

Throughout the two days the students continuously showed nothing but enthusiasm for everything they did and even when faced 
with a challenge they found scary or daunting the encouragement they showed each other ensured that without exception, everybody 
completed every task placed before them.

Mr Wolfe

THE LIZARD SNACK SHACK TAKEAWAY
OPENING FROM EASTER

 HOT/COLD DRINKS, PIZZAS, BURGERS, CHIPS, SAU-
SAGE ROLLS, JACKET POTATOES, SANDWICHES 

AND REAL CORNISH PASTIES.  
TEL. 01326 290222 

IMPORTANT NOTICE FOR PARENTS 
AND PUPILS

INSTRUCTIONS FOR HANDING PAYMENTS INTO THE SCHOOL O FFICE

Please ensure that all payments are sealed in an envelope which should be clearly marked with:

 1. Pupil’s name  and Tutor Group
 2. What the payment is for
 3. Name of person to whom it should go

Please hand your envelope directly to a member of the office staff – DO NOT LEAVE IT ON THE SHELF

Please note that the school cannot be responsible for any payments that do not conform to the guidelines above and 
in the unlikely event of such a payment going astray you will be asked to make that payment again.

Mrs Willey

MONDAY 15 MARCH - 8AM

A few captions that could be added to this picture

‘The Breakfast Club’! or

‘A pity the other team didn’t turn up’!  or

‘Our latest intake’!

Youthspeaks Competition

On Wednesday February 24th, the winning teams from the inter-house Youthspeaks competition (see last issue) travelled to 
Camborne School for the next round of the competition.  They all spoke confidently and fluently in front of much larger audiences 
than had been present at the school contest. The Upper School team were handicapped by the absence of Nathan Warren, who was 
unwell. Simon Oliver bravely stepped up to the plate and gave an engaging introduction to Ana Jones’ speech, disarming criticism 
with his usual wit and charm. 

Neither team went through to the next round of the competition this year, but the Upper School team agreed that they had definitely 
generated more laughter – and even applause – than their opponents. I’m sure that the view expressed on the way home, that this 
represented “typical British sympathy for the underdog”, was unfounded. The judges were obviously looking for a more serious 
approach and a more scrupulously polished performance. The Lower School team also did well, despite having one team member 
who is only in Year Eight. So we’ll be watching out for Pip Sealey next year, and perhaps the rest of the Lower School team will 
also speak for their houses again - either at the inter-house debating festival in October, or at our next school inter-house public 
speaking contest, in January 2011. 

Thanks to Bob Royds and his fellow Rotarians for helping  us to participate in the second round and make sense of the rules, for 
coming into school on Monday February 22nd to coach the teams, and for their support on the day. 

Mrs Camidge

Next Round of the Rotary Chef Competition at 
Helston School

Phil Haskell and Rosie Cormack represented Mullion School 
at the Cornwall heat of the Rotary Chef Competition held at 
Helston School on Wednesday 10th February. It was a busy 
evening for all 15 contestants with just two hours to prepare a 
3 course meal. Phil and Rosie both prepared a superb meal 
with great skill and flair. Well done to both of them and many 
thanks to their parents who gave so much support.

The winning contestant who will represent Cornwall in 
Chichester next month came from Penair School.
Mrs King



CAN YOU HELP?

Textile Students at Mullion are looking for the following 
items to help with their project work.

White Sheeting

Wool

Threads

Trimmings etc

At Key Stage 3 and 4 the students create some wonderful 
textile products and any of the above would be gratefully 

received.

Thank you in anticipa-
tion

Mrs Wickens

Textiles Teacher

TEAM UP WITH THE LIZARD RELAY FOR LIFE

Something exceptional is happening at the school on 
19 June and you, your friends and family can be part 
of it!

The community of Helston and the Lizard are coming 
together to support the work of Cancer Research UK 
with a hugely ambitious fundraising event to help beat 
cancer - The Lizard Relay for Life.

The Relays are happening across the country and are 
unique fundraising events that give entire communi-
ties the opportunity to recognise the lives of those 
touched by cancer either as a patient or a loved one 
and to raise money that will bring hope for the future 
through research. The relays are different from other 
sponsored events in that rather than an individual 
being sponsored for a one-off challenge, these are 
team endeavours made up from committed groups of 
friends, organisations and work colleagues.

Anyone  can join in  and everyone is  welcome  
regardless of age or fitness, with the focus being on 
fun and harmony. Once a team has registered, fund-
raising begins and continues until the day of the relay 
and beyond. The event itself is the culmination and 
celebration of all the work the teams have committed 
to helping Cancer Research UK.

On 19 June, teams gather and will take turns walking 
round the playing field, with at least one member on 
the track at all times. There will be a party atmosphere  
with music, food, stalls and entertainment and a good 
day out for friends and families. Every Relay for Life 
lasts 12 to 24 hours, which marks the sad fact that this 
undiscriminating illness never sleeps. It runs over-
night and includes a Survivors' lap and a moving 
Candle of Hope Ceremony.

To make it a great success, we need teams, volunteers 
and entertainers.  Although the teams are the core for 
the fundraising success, we want the Lizard communi-
ty to spread the word and make a difference by getting 
involved. If it's not possible to register a team, we 
would love offers for entertainment, we know your 
big school fundraising day is a week later, why not use 
The Relay as a 'practise' run! Are there any entertain-
ers of any genre out there with generous souls i.e free, 
to help make the event go with a swing?

All the information is available on:
www.cancerresearchuk.org/relay, or pick up the 
phone and chat to Thelma Holland on 01326 281277, 
or email lizardrelay@hotmail.co.uk  if you would like 
to find out more.

The Media Bus visits Mullion School

On its first week of completion,  Mullion School was lucky 
enough to receive a visit from a state of the art media bus.

Containing 8 editing suites, HD TV and even the kitchen 
sink! 

The bus was made available for pupils to create and edit    
videos on subjects that interest them.

They later visited small villages on the Lizard Peninsula to 
offer a rare opportunity for isolated communities to have a go 
at media editing.

Mr White

Getting in touch with Creativity

Year 10 Cope boys have been discovering their creative sides by exploring abstract art for their course.  Initially the boys were 
somewhat reluctant to participate in the project but, spurred on by a combination of enthusiasm from Cope teacher Miss Banfield 
and the will to paint a landscape picture for their mothers, the boys embraced the project.

A good trip was had by all on Poldhu Beach this term.  The boys learnt to paint in an abstract style and a bright and colourful painting 
was taken home just in time for Mothers Day.  

One boy said it had been some years since his Mother had received a home made present so we hope that they were enjoyed by all!

Ms Banfield

Perfect Ski Conditions

The February Half Term break gave 33 skiers and snowboarders from Mullion School the chance to enjoy perfect alpine conditions. 

The group of staff and students set out to Radstadt, Austria on February 12th.

They were skiing in an area just south of Salzburg, which links a massive range of mountains, and their activities took them to Flachau, 
Schladming and Wagrain. 

Party leader Ben Merritt, Head of Performing Arts at the school, said, 
“Once again, we got perfect weather, heaps of snow and our students seem to be so much more focussed on making progress than others 
we see on the mountain. It was a real success and we all returned suitably exhausted.”

Both the boarders and skiers all entered for a slalom race late in the week. The top ski battle was always likely to be between year 11 
students and close friends Charlie Samuel and Harry Preston. In the analysis only 5 hundredths of a second separated them with the 
former coming out on top. Phil Haskell took bronze in only his second week on skis, shocking instructors with the speed of his progress. 
The intermediate race was won by Cassie Kilty and the beginners race by Edd Bray. The beginner of the week award went to Sienna 
Chapman. 


